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Sir: 

This is an Information Disclosure Statement submitted in compliance with the 
timing requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(d)(1) and (2), i.e., after the mailing date of a 
final Office Action on the merits, but before payment of the issue fee, with 
certification and the fee set forth in § 1 .1 7(p). 

Attached is a copy of a Japanese patent publication, which was cited in the 
attached Japanese Office Action, dated October 19, 2004. Also attached is an 
English-language translation of the Japanese Office Action, from which any 
relevance of the Japanese patent publication may be gleaned. Also listed for 
consideration is U.S. patent publication Number US 6,187,648 dated February 13, 
2001, which is the U.S. counterpart of the Japanese Patent publication, and from 
which any further relevance of the Japanese Patent publication can by gleaned. 
The Japanese patent publication was first cited by the Japanese Patent Office in 
connection with a counterpart application. The publications are listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449. 
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It is hereby certified that each item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of 
this information disclosure statement, and/or no item of information contained in the 
information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person 
signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in the Information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
designated in § 1 .56 (c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information 
disclosure statement. 

In compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1.97, the $180 fee, set forth in 37 C.F.R. 

1.17(p), is included in a remittance that is being submitted concurrently herewith. 
Should this remittance be accidentally missing or insufficient, however, or should 
any additional fees be required, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
such fees to our Deposit Account Number 18-0002. 

Consideration of the listed documents respectfully is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



January 18. 2005 
Date 
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citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



